Older adults' participation in nursing home placement decisions.
African American (n = 7) and European American (n = 9) older adults newly relocated to a nursing home described the extent of their relocation decision-making participation via semistructured interviews. Additionally, the study identified whether sense of coherence, functional ability, and physical functioning were related to decision participation. Two themes emerged, "They put me in here" and "I/we made the decision (together with others)." Older adults whose decisions were in the "They" category were younger, were African American, had more children, had lower Mini Mental State Examination scores, and had less education than those in the "I/we" category. Findings suggest older adults' participation in nursing home relocation decisions may be determined more by informal support than ability to participate. No significant differences were found in sense of coherence, functional ability, or physical functioning across decision-making categories. Decision-making participation approached significance in a positive association with social support.